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Ba ar Inis Ui Drisceoil a bhi bunait chumhachta
theaghlach Ui Dhrisceoil. Rinne siad a gcuid airgid
as meascan de thradail, pioraideacht agus cain

a ghearradh ar arthaiiascaireachta eachtracha

a bhiodh ag snamh trina n-uisci. Sa 150 haois,
diriodh i measc na hiocaiochta a tugadh do
mhuintir Ui Dhrisceoil ‘bairille salainn, oigiséad
flona agus béile éisc tri huaire sa la.”

Heir Island is also known as Inis Ui Drisceoll,
O'Driscoll’s Island, where the clan had a power
base. They grew rich through trade, piracy and
taxing foreign fishing vessels sailing through
their waters. In the 15th century payment to the
O’Driscolls included ‘a barrel of salt, a hogshead
of wine and a dish of fish three times a day.’

An Mary Collette, bad gliomach
traidisiiinta 6 Oilean na nGiorriacha

The Mary Collette, a traditional
Heir Island lobster boat

Ag srannadh i rith uaireanta oibre

O na 18707 anonn, ar a laghad, bhi rél ceannasach ag iascairf Inis Uf Drisceoil
chomh fadais a bhain le hiascaireacht ghliomaigh amach 6 chésta an deiscirt
idir Oilean Baoi agus Cuan Chorcai. D’fhéadfaidis a bheith as baile ar feadh
suas le seacht seachtaine ag aon am amhain. Geoltai seolta tuaille a thugtai
ar na baid bheaga, oscailte a bhi acu de bhri go raibh an seol crochta ar
chrica baid, seol a bhiodh in Gsaid chomh maith mar fhoscadh ag an gcrid
nuair a bhiodh siad ina gcodladh. Chomh maith leis sin, bhiodh Loch Trasna
dubh le geoltai ronnach a mbionn scoileannaiasc a dtabhairt i dtir acu.

Sleeping on the job

From at least the 1870s the fishermen of Heir Island dominated the lobster
fishery of the south coast from Dursey to Cork Harbour. They could be
away from home for seven weeks at a time. Their small, open boats were
called towelsail yawls, as the sail, draped over a boathook, doubled as a
shelter for the sleeping crew. Roaringwater Bay was also crowded with
mackerel yawls netting shoals of fish.
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